
Start: 

Apply online on EPIC LA for 

a Grading Permit case 

Application is screened by 

staff and accepted. 

Pay plan  

review fees. 

Permit 

Issued Online 

Permit fees  

Invoiced 

Pay  

permit fees  

As part of the permit issuance process, you will be 

provided forms to complete and be asked to  

provide additional documentation via email 

Plan Check Phase 

Building & Safety 

Applicant 

Legend 

EPIC LA Guides BSD EPIC LA Help Page 

Quick Links 

Building and Safety  

IT Support Email 

Building and Safety 

Office Contacts 

Building Helper App Service Locator 

You will receive an  

automated email when 

the review is completed.  

Download plan check  

correction files, which in-

cludes the full list of 

Agency Clearances 

Plans placed in queue 

Plans are reviewed 

Plans 

Cleared or 

Not Cleared? 

Address comments as 

indicated on reviewed files. 

Upload revised documents. 

Email your plan reviewer. 

You will receive an automated email 

when the review is completed.  

Upload required agency clearances. 

Email your plan reviewer. 

Plans are approved, bond is received, and all agency clearances are verified. 

Case is referred to permit technician for permit issuance 

Cleared 

Not 

Cleared 

Obtain agency clearances  

concurrently (if any) 

It is the responsibility of the  

applicant to obtain all agency  

approvals prior to permit  

issuance. 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC WORKS  

BUILDING & SAFETY DIVISION 

GRADING PERMIT ROAD MAP ON EPIC LA 

See next page for 

Inspection Phase 

Permitting Phase 

If required, grading bonds must be paid by: 

• Cashier’s check 

• Surety bond 

• Instrument of Credit approved by LA County’s Fiscal Division.  

Bonds may not be paid online through an invoice.  Bond must be received prior to the next step.   

Bonds are required for grading that exceeds 1,000 cubic yards or if requested by the Building Official. 

• Plan review fees invoiced.  

• Preliminary Agency Referral issued, which indicates  

additional agency approvals, will be required and issued at 

the time of plan review 

https://epicla.lacounty.gov/help/doc/BSDPermitGeneralGuide.pdf
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/SelfService/#/home
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/SelfService/#/permit/apply/95/0/0
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/help/bsd_help.html
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/help/help.html
mailto:BSD-ITSupport@dpw.lacounty.gov
mailto:BSD-ITSupport@dpw.lacounty.gov
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/building-and-safety/about
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/building-and-safety/about
https://pw.lacounty.gov/permits/epicla/
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/general/servicelocator/
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/help/doc/UsingAttachmentsBSDePlancheck.pdf
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/help/doc/UsingAttachmentsBSDePlancheck.pdf
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/help/doc/HowToEmailYourPlanCheckerDirectly.pdf
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/help/doc/UsingAttachmentsBSDePlancheck.pdf
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/help/doc/HowToEmailYourPlanCheckerDirectly.pdf


Is a Landscape  

permit required? 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC WORKS  

BUILDING & SAFETY DIVISION 

GRADING PERMIT ROAD MAP ON EPIC LA 

Schedule inspection online on 

EPIC LA 

Inspection is conducted in-

person on the scheduled date 

Begin  

Grading Operations 

Final Grading is  

Approved with  

Building (if applicable) 

Remaining grading 

bond is released 

Inspection Phase 

Repeat inspection process of conducting 

work and getting inspections 

Obtain landscape permit prior 

to Rough Grade Approval.   

Contact the appropriate 

County Office to obtain the 

landscape permit 

Are Reports of 

Grading Activity 

required? 

Yes 

No 

Repeat inspection process until  

Rough Grade is completed 

Is GMED  

approval  

required? 

Rough Grade is approved by inspector 

Grading bond may be reduced by office staff 

Building permits  

associated to the project  

can now be issued 

Contact the appropriate 

County Office to initiate  

permit issuance process 

Submit requested certifications to inspector 

Continue construction and inspection 

process until all work is approved*. 

Obtain  

Building  

Permits 

Is there an  

associated  

Building Permit? 

No 

No 

If Reports of Grading  

Activities are required  

during grading, the reports 

must be uploaded to the  

attachments of the grading 

permit case. The file should 

be labeled and file type  

selected when uploading as 

"RGA (Report of Grading 

Activity)" 

Yes 

Yes 

No Yes 

Certification Links 

 

Rough & Final Certifications 

from Consultants (Civil & Soils) 

 

Rough & Final Certifications 

from Contractor 

 

Landscape Certifications  

(if landscape required) 

 

Elevation Certificate  

(*Required for structures in  

FEMA Flood Zone A.   

Submit to Grading plan reviewer 

prior to final building approval) 

Contact the appropriate County Office to schedule pre-grade meeting with 

inspector and to also include the following: 

• Project civil engineer 

• Project soils engineer contractor 

• Owner prior to the start of grading 

This maybe virtual or in person and can be scheduled 72 hours after the 

permit is issued. 

Submit directly to GMED  

(ref. EIMP#) on EPIC LA the: 

• In-Progress Reports and 

Final Compaction Report 

when fill is compacted 

• Final Geologic  

Geotechnical Verification 

Report for pile foundation/

special foundations 

https://dpw.lacounty.gov/building-and-safety/about
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/building-and-safety/about
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/help/doc/UsingAttachmentsBSDePlancheck.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Drainage%20and%20Grading/Permit%20and%20Inspection%20Documents/Rough%20and%20Final%20Grading%20Certifications%20-%20Consultants.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Drainage%20and%20Grading/Permit%20and%20Inspection%20Documents/Rough%20and%20Final%20Grading%20Certifications%20-%20Consultants.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Drainage%20and%20Grading/Permit%20and%20Inspection%20Documents/Rough%20and%20Final%20Grading%20Certifications%20-%20Contractor.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Drainage%20and%20Grading/Permit%20and%20Inspection%20Documents/Rough%20and%20Final%20Grading%20Certifications%20-%20Contractor.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Drainage%20and%20Grading/Permit%20and%20Inspection%20Documents/Landscape%20Certifications.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/fema_nfip_elevation-certificate-form-instructions_feb-2020.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/building-and-safety/about

